Death due to giant cell arteritis (GCA) is rare, and is usually caused by coronary or vertebral arteritis in the acute phase of the disease. A case of fatal GCA is reported in a woman with a normal erythrocyte sedimentation rate, who had been treated for temporal arteritis for eight months. Post mortem examination showed a dissection and thrombosis of the intracranial portion of the left vertebral artery caused by giant celi arteritis.
Death from giant cell arteritis (GCA) is rare, and may be attributable to insufficient treatment.1 Death is usually caused by coronary or vertebral arteritis occurring in the acute phase of the disease.'2 Late mortality due to cerebral infarction is very rare.2 Thrombosis associated with vasculitis represents the usual mechanism of infarction. While thrombosis was present in this case, considerable dissection of the vessel wall was also identified; this may have contributed to brain stem and cerebellar infarction. 
